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Special points of interest 

 Repentance is a vital 
part of our walk with 
God.   

 Those God has saved 
are called to be the 
church, not go to 
church.  

Don’t GO to Church,  
BE the Church 

Josh Lundberg 
I Peter 2:9-12 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were 
not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. Beloved, I urge you as sojourners 
and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war 
against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so 
that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 
     Most people think of church as either a specific location and property, or 
as an organization. It is principally spoken of as a building that religious 
people visit once a week where they sing, hear a sermon, and, of course, 
take an offering. And when asked about, it is typically questions like, 
“Where do you go to church?” or “Where is your church?”   
     Sometimes this is our tendency, to mistakenly think of church as a reli-
gious weekend gathering in a special building. Our reference to the church 
is as a building, as an object. 
     This was not the case with the early Christians - not ever - simply be-
cause they didn’t have church buildings. Instead, believers would often 
gather in homes; and the church was the believers who gathered together, 
not the building where they met. The church was defined by the people, not 
the building. When Paul addressed his letters to “the church” of a certain 
city, he was not referring to a single body of people (who gathered together 
as a large group once a week) but was identifying a regional church that 
consisted of a number of smaller groups who met faithfully in each other’s 
homes.  
     The homes in this period could rarely accommodate more than twenty 
people, which means that the house churches of early Christians had to re-
main quite small; they were simply limited by space. It wasn’t until the 
fourth century that Christians began constructing separate religious build-
ings to gather for worship and instruction. The early Christians never 
thought of going to church; rather, they understood that they were called to 
be the church. 
     Ecclesia is the Greek word for church and means “called out ones”; so 
the word “church” in the New Testament refers to the body of people who 
because of their faith have been called out of the world to be distinct, to be 
a peculiar people. Those God has saved are called to be the church, not go 
to church. This is a gigantic distinction and a concept we have corrupted in 
our culture.  
(Cont. on page 3) 

March 2016 
Volume XXV, Issue 3 



 2 

Wow, March will soon be here and with it March Mad-
ness.  If you like basketball it’s a great time of the year.  
Before we get the news from the congregation, we have 
to make a correction to last month’s issue.  Dave & Mary 
Groh moved to Canada 5 years ago, not 10!  My bad!  
OK, now for the news, fair & balanced, but sometimes 
incorrect!   
 

Frank & Jane Yoder just recently returned from Africa 
where they did lots of interesting things with his Yoder 
siblings & their spouses.  They flew into Istanbul, Tur-
key for a four day stay, then on to Tanzania where they 
enjoyed a safari complete with seeing all the wild ani-
mals one can imagine. They even watched a cheetah kill 
a young gazelle!  They also visited a Maasai Tribe Vil-
lage and had BQ goat for lunch. There are more “juicy 
stories”, so many that you will just need to talk to Frank 
& Jane. 
 
The “All Church Sewing Night” was held on Wednesday 
evening February 3rd with 65 women, men and children 
in attendance.  There was a supper with soup & trim-
mings then everyone joined in and knotted 13 comfort-
ers, quilted, wrapped bandages and packed 19 college 
care boxes.  A lot of good stories were shared over those 
quilts. 
 
There was a “Kids Against Hunger” event on Saturday 
morning, February 6th at KMC.  It only took 2 hours for 
35 children & adults to package 4,320 meals.  It was a 
project for the Jr. MYF, Venture Girls & Venture Boys; 
however many other family members helped as well. 
And a big thanks to the KMC congregation for raising 
the dollars to make it happen.  Good job! 
  
Cal and Shirley Hochstedler recently spent time in Mis-
sissippi helping out at “Pine Lake Fellowship Camp.”  
They spent a week helping with a building project at the 
camp.  Then they headed south and explored around 
Gulfport, MS and New Orleans, LA.  On their return 
they stopped and had 
lunch with Paul & Mary 
Jo Long in Clinton, MS.  
We are sure they all had a 
great time together.  Mary 
Jo is the daughter of Quin-
ten & Dolores Miller. 
 
 

Calvin Yoder got a nice surprise at 
KMC when about 60 people 
popped out of the dark and started 
singing Happy Birthday.  It was his 
Big 6-0 and everyone had a good 
time with the “Calvin Quiz” and 
the treats!  Happy Birthday, Calvin! 
 
The Jr. MYF attended Winter Camp at Crooked Creek 
Christian Camp on January 15-17th.  KMC had 6 youth 
and 2 sponsors who attended.  There were a total of 
about 95 people from the SE Iowa area Mennonite 

Churches.  They all had a 
great time together even 
though it was probably the 
coldest weekend of the win-
ter!  The new cabins are very 
cozy even with wind chills 
below 0 degrees F.  Hopeful-
ly, no one ended up with 
frostbite! 

 
Erica Hostetler took a one 
week break from work and 
traveled to Berlin, Germany.  
There she visited with Kenton 
& Kidron (Brokaw) Miller 
and their children.  The Mil-
lers are doing mission work 
and Erica thought they could 
use some company.  Always 
nice to see a friend when 
you’re far from home. 
 
Lane Schrock is a sophomore at Hesston College and is 
in the Disaster Management Program.  He had written a 
report on a book entitled “Toxic Charity.”  The local unit 
of Mennonite Disaster Service there in Hesston, Kansas 
caught wind of Lane’s report and thought he should give 
a talk at the MDS National Convention.  So Lane went to 
the convention in Albuquerque, N.M. and on February 
13th talked about the book report and his experience in 
the disaster program to a crowd of over 500 people.  
Good job, Lane! 
 
(Cont. on page 3) 
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Ed V & Carol Miller 
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(What’s Happening!!! Cont. from page 2) 

Congratulations to Ireland 
Hostetler who will be playing 
in the Iowa State Girls High 
School Basketball Tournament 
in Des Moines on Tuesday, 
March 1st at 3:00 PM. If you 
can’t make it to Des Moines, 
you can listen on the radio at 
KCII, AM 1380, FM 106.1 or 
FM 102.5, take your pick. Ireland is on the Mid-Prairie Girls 
Basketball team and she is the daughter of Keith Hostetler. Go 
Hawks!  

Grant Egli “tipped” me off that he heard Red-Winged Black-
birds out his way. So Monday afternoon on February 22nd, I 
drove west of Kalona and sure enough, just north of Grant’s 
house a male Red-Winged was claiming it’s territory. So folks, 
count on an early spring, because this is the earliest sighting in 
over ten years!  

Ok, sort through those garden seeds, tune-up that lawn mower 
and dust off your mushroom hunting stick.  

(Don’t Go To Church… cont. from page 1)  
But it is not enough to just be a part of a group of believers. 
The New Testament’s teaching of the body of Christ, assumes 
we will be actively participating in that community, welded 
and working together for a single purpose: to bring recognition 
and glorifying applause to God. 
     There are no passive pew-sitters in the church. When a per-
son surrenders to Christ, the Spirit of God incorporates them 
into the body of Christ, and everyone has an important gift to 
offer and role to play within that body (1 Cor. 12-14).  
     In the same way a person’s mouth functions in accord with 
his eyes or his leg coordinates with his arm (1 Cor 12), each 
member of the body of Christ is related to every other member 
as part of a single, living organism. Every believer is part of 
the church, and in order for the church to perform properly, it 
must have all of its body parts functionally correctly and cohe-
sively in Christ. 
     If we are the church, then we are part of the body. We are a 
single living, breathing organism knit together to love, rejoice, 
and mourn; to pursue justice, to give generously, to forgive 
freely, to show compassion and gentleness, to pursue right-
eousness, to feed the hungry, to give mercy, to lift up the bro-
ken, to love our enemies, to pursue peace, and ultimately to 
worship the Worthy One. Let us be known for our holy spirit 
empowered works so that when others see or experience them, 
they are compelled to recognize God as awesome. 

An advisor to the Roman Emperor in 137 AD was not 
a follower of Christ and yet he was deeply impacted by what 
he saw in the church. This is what he said: “It is the Chris-
tians, O Emperor, who have sought and found the truth, for 
they acknowledge God. They do not keep for themselves the 
goods entrusted to them. They do not covet what belongs to 
others. They show love to their neighbours. They do not do to 
another what they would not wish to have done to themselves. 

They speak gently to those who oppress them, and in this way 
they make them their friends. It has become their passion to do 
good to their enemies. They live in the awareness of their 
smallness. Every one of them who has anything gives ungrudg-
ingly to the one who has nothing. If they see a travelling 
stranger, they bring him under their roof. They rejoice over 
him as over a real brother, for they do not call one another 
brothers after the flesh, but they know they are brothers in the 
Spirit and in God. If they hear that one of them is imprisoned 
or oppressed for the sake of Christ, they take care of all his 
needs. If possible they set him free. If anyone among them is 
poor or comes into want while they themselves have nothing to 
spare, they fast two or three days for him. In this way they can 
supply any poor man with the food he needs. This, O Emperor, 
is the rule of life of the Christians, and this is their manner of 
life.”  May this be said of the church again! May this be a de-
scription of Kalona Mennonite! 
     So will you be the church? Will we be the ones who are 
called out? Are we willing to lay aside our pride and selfish-
ness and freely give of ourselves to be a part of the people for 
God’s own possession? Will we proclaim the excellencies of 
Him who has called us out of darkness and into the light? Will 
we be a holy people?  
     Will our words and actions replicate the very character of 
God through how we treat each other; how we talk about and 
to each other; and how we serve, forgive, and love each other? 
Will we be a community that reflects the love and unity of a 
Father who has relentlessly pursued us? Will our works cause 
others to glorify God or another? 

     The church is much more than a building. If we are 
to be the body and bride of Christ that God calls and empowers 
us to be, we need to realize who the church is and what we are 
called to be. Be the church! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  



 

In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse  

Over the last two weeks I have been blessed to be able 

to take a step back from work.  It has been good be-

cause I had come to a place where I was living with a 

weariness within me, not a weariness from lack of 

sleep but a weariness within my heart.  This is some-

thing that creeps up on me from time to time and it 

isn’t something that I have been able to hand over to 

God very easily and definitely not very willingly.  Yet 

I am sensing that God is wanting me to deal with this 

problem (sin, if I am totally honest) in my life because 

I am more aware of the symptoms than I have ever 

been before.  My “to do” lists get longer and my 

productivity goes down like I am stuck and can barely 

get myself to move forward. At my worst times of be-

ing stuck I will catch myself counting (1,2,3,4  . . .).  I 

don’t know why I do this but it must be some sort of 

coping mechanism.  Even on a day when I don’t have 

to work I wake up and immediately start planning a list 

that won’t allow for any down time. I know in my head 

it’s crazy, but something in me struggles to let go. It is 

obvious that this is something that I cannot change on 

my own, so as the start of this break from work I fo-

cused my prayer on asking God to give me rest. 
 

During this break I have continued to study the word 

remnant.  There are many words in Hebrew and Greek 

that we have translated as remnant in English.  The 

Hebrew one that I have been looking into is ׂשריד ,

śârı̂yd, pronounced saw-reed'. Okay, I admit that I am 

a bit nerdy.  But that really isn’t the part of the word 

that helps me.  It is the part that tells me that this word 

means a survivor, especially used for people who have 

survived the onslaught of an enemy.  This definition 

stirred something in my heart. 
 

Isaiah 1:9-10 tells us that that if God had not left a 

remnant (survivors) they would have been like Sodom 

and Gomorrah, saying with emphasis that it is im-

portant to hear the Word of the Lord and to give an ear 

to the Teaching of God. Later in the chapter they are 

called to cleanse themselves and to stop doing evil and 

to learn to do good.  They are told their sins will be 

washed white as snow if they are willing and obedient.  

Jeremiah 42:13-18 tells us that there will be no rem-

nant (survivor) if they disobey the voice of God.  Then 

we come to Joel 2. 
 

Joel 2:11 speaks of how “he who executes His Word is 

powerful”.  This promise really hit me hard.  I know 

that God’s Word is powerful, but I had never drawn 

the line to the fact that whoever is obediently living out 

God’s word has that power.  So if that power is in my 

life, maybe I don’t have to put so much pressure on 

myself, my accomplishments and my to do lists.  It 

isn’t my power in my life that is going to matter.  It is 

God’s power flowing through me that will make all the 

difference. 
 

We are called in verse 12 to return to God with all our 

heart with fasting, weeping and mourning.  It is im-

portant to rend our hearts and not our garments.  Re-

pentance is a vital part of our walk with God.  Not the 

quick “I’m sorry.” that you gave your sibling when 

your parents forced you to say the words during the 

midst of a childhood spat, but rather the heart driven 

regret you have when 

you acknowledge that 

you have allowed 

something in your 

life to separate you 

from God, the loving 

Lord of your life and 

you know that you 

cannot draw any 

closer to God until 

you remove it and turn away from that thing (sin).  We 

will never fully get away from the need of repentance 

until Christ returns and perfects us (Philippians 1:6).  

Not a joyful thought unless you put it into the perspec-

tive that God gave us repentance as our road back to 

Christ.  It is a road with the best thing of all at the end.  
 

Joel 2:28-29: “And it shall come to pass afterward, that 

I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and 

your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 

dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 

Even on the male and female servants in those days I 

will pour out my Spirit. 

(Cont. on page 5) 
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(In Pursuit Cont. from page 4) 

 

Great promises in these verses.  The Holy Spirit will be in 

each of us if we repent and accept Him and because of this a 

mighty thing will come to pass that only can be explained by 

God.  That is totally mind-boggling, but it is the way that we, 

as Christians, are to live our lives. 
 

This chapter in Joel ends with another amazing promise. “ 

And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in 

Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has 

said, and among the remnant (survivors) shall be those whom 

the Lord calls.” In this verse we are shown two things.  One, 

that if we truly call on the name of the Lord we will be saved 

and two, that the Lord calls us.  However it gets a little tricky 

here and I cannot say that I fully understand it.  It says that 

“among” the remnant (survivors) shall be those whom the 

Lord calls. You see, free will plays into our lives again and 

again. 
 

I believe God does everything to make us a survivor, but 

there are times in our lives when we must decide if we will 

continue to be part of the remnant (survivors).  Jesus said in 

John 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my command-

ments.”  Revelation 2:5 talks about the need for repentance 

and the consequences if it doesn’t happen. “Remember there-

fore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works 

you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your 

lampstand from its place, unless you repent.”   
 

We are not yet complete.  We are a work in progress so we 

need to be there for each other, to help each other to stay on 

track.  We need to help each other to continue to reconcile 

ourselves to God again and again and again.  That is an im-

portant role of the church. We don’t want the lampstands to 

be removed.  We are there to aid each other in our walk with 

Christ.  It’s part of the Great Commission “teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you” Matthew 28:20. We 

are to help each other to learn how to love Christ through our 

obedience to His Word. 
 

For me that means that I need to ask God to forgive me for 

thinking that the weight and responsibility of my life and the 

world rests on me and my “to do” lists.  This only causes 

weariness in me. Also, I need others to help me to remember 

this.  It is a stumbling block that I have run into repeatedly 

and I need God and the Christian community He has placed 

me in to help me overcome this sin.  It also means that I need 

to be sensitive to listening for the Holy Spirit to tell me when 

I need to be there to support my fellow Christians.  It is an 

important part of the church. In the end, I desire that we will 

all be the remnant (the survivors) that the Lord calls.   

As always, in pursuit….. 

Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 
 

 Birthday: 
 Verla Lewis,          March 6 
 Mahlon Leichty,    March 21 
 Leo Schrock,         March 22 
 Leta Mae Schneider  March 24 
 
 Anniversary: 
 Ed V & Carol Miller     March 19,  50 years 



 

A Story in Pictures:  
2016 Evening WMSC 
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What has become World Day of Prayer began when 
Christian women from various denominations in 
Canada and the United States recognized the critical 
role of prayer and peacemaking in their mission 
work. The first organized “day of prayer for the 
world” was held in Canada in January 1920. Wom-
en from the United States soon followed in Febru-
ary of the same year. Now hundreds of thousands of 
women - and men, youth and children - from 
around the world gather to collectively worship on 
the first Friday of March. Each year, women from a 
different country serve as writers of the worship 
service and accompanying materials, interpreting 
the chosen Scripture within their cultural context. 
Each of the 170 countries celebrating World Day of 
Prayer has a committee of women representing 
many cultures, races, and faith traditions. The offer-
ings taken as part of the worship service remain in 
the country and each country’s WDP committee is 
responsible for how the offering is used as it relates 
to the theme for each year. 
      This year’s materials have been prepared by an 
ecumenical group of Christian women from Cuba 
representing Baptist, Roman Catholic, Church of 
Christ, Salvation Army, Friends, Apostolic, Meth-
odist and Presbyterian denominations. World Day 
of Prayer was first celebrated in Cuba in 1930 by 

Presbyterian women, and was celebrated ecumeni-
cally for the first time in 1981. Today, Cuban wom-
en representing approximately 30 denominations 
will gather and join their sisters world-wide in wor-
ship, prayer, and unity. 
      In the Kalona community, available records in-
dicate that the first known WDP service was held in 
1984 with the host church as East Union Mennon-
ite. This year’s service is also being hosted by East 
Union Mennonite, and will be held on Friday, 
March 4 at the Pleasantview Home Chapel. Fellow-
ship and refreshments begin at 3:00 pm and the 
worship service at 3:45 pm. All are invited to at-
tend. An offering for WDP will be taken. Women 
from East Union Mennonite, Holy Trinity Catholic 
(Richmond), Kalona Mennonite, Kalona United 
Methodist, Lower Deer Creek Mennonite, and Unit-
ed Christian and Baptist are leading the service. The 
theme this year is Receive Children, Receive Me; 
the Scripture text is Mark 10:13-15. As we listen to 
the women of Cuba throughout the service, we are 
invited to seek Jesus with child likeness and bold-
ness. And we are challenged and encouraged to 
wholly receive others, as Jesus calls us, into the 
kingdom of God. 

Kalona Mennonite 
Church  

902 6th St. 

P.O. Box 819 

Kalona, IA  52247 

319-656-2736 

 

Editor: Shirley Hochstedler 

Design & Layout: Janice 

Hostetler 

 

Articles for the Mustard Seed 

may be submitted to Shirley 

Hochstedler at 

shirleyh@kctc.net or placed in 

Shirley’s church mailbox.  

World Day of Prayer 


